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effect, a partner. It seems to me that it is not altogether surprising that any provincial Government which lends money should say " I cannot subscribe " half unless I have some controlling voice in the " method of spending the money."
Raja Nawao AH Khan : When the work is almost finished, sir, they are asked to take up another scheme.
The Chairman : That is only extremely unfortunate.
 210.	Sir Hari Singh Gour:   The emancipation of
local bodies since 1921 was intended as a training
ground for the people to the larger responsibilities
which were to be given in the local councils and the
Central  legislature.   What  is   your  opinion ?    Do
yon think that the responsibilities thrown upon the
district boards and municipalities have been used as
an adequate training ground for the purpose which
the Government had in view ?    Have they fulfilled
the expectations aroused in the minds of those who
wanted this to be an adequate training ground for
Hie larger responsibilities to be conferred upon them
and which were in a measure conferred upon them, in
local and Central legislatures ?—I think if you com
pare the number of members of the district and
municipal boards with the 100 members who appear
in the legislative council, you cannot say that all
the 100 have received training in local boards.    No
doubt there are some members of the local legislature
who have received training in local boards, but it
seems to me that there cannot be any comparison
between the number of members  on the district
boards and the number of members on the legislature.
 211.	The object of transferring power from the
district magistrate to the chairman of the district
board was surely to make the people more conversant
with the management of their own affairs and to act
as a training ground for the management of their
local institutions ?—In their own local affairs ?
 212.	Yes.~Yes.
 213.	How far has that expectation been fulfilled
in your province on the whole ?—I think they are
learning how to look after local institutions.
.214. Have they looked after their local institutions in the manner in which the local Government expected that they would be trained to look after ?—I cannot say what the expectation of the local Government was.
 215.	Speaking personally,  for yourself,  are you
satisfied with the measure of progress that has been
shown during the last six or seven years ?—I must
turn back to the chapter in the memorandum which
gives the conclusions of the Government on that
subject.
 216.	But I am asking your personal opinion on
the subject.—I think the boards'  work is  better
now than perhaps it was some years ago.
 217.	Sir Hari Singh Gour : You are satisfied that
it is improving ?
The Chairman : I may state ihat I am very glad to hear the answer which was given. The witness thinks that there is an improvement, but it is not the same thing as saying that he is satisfied.
218.	Sir Hari Singh Gour : I want to know whether
that improvement satisfies him or he would like to
see more improvement ?—I would certainly like to
see more improvement.    I am not satisfied with the
improvement that has taken place.
Sir Hari Singh Gour : On page 474* of the memorandum it has been stated : " Their work has been
" check in many of them. It is, however, one of the " greatest banes of local self-government—urban as "weH as rural." On page 509, paragraph 392*. towards the end: " Personal and communal con-" siderations rather than the public interest have "not infrequently been the chief factor in the "decisions taken." Then on page 510*, towards the end: "An enlightened and effective public
•« it is undoubtedly, though very slowly,  growing
 " and on very broad communal issues it can even " now be stirred to action."
Lord Burnham: Will you please read the next' sentence also ?
 219.	Sir Hari Singh Gour : Yes.    " But on the day-
" to-day administration of the boards its influence is
" as yet so weak as to be almost imperceptible."
Then on page 510* it is remarked :   " The boards
" have  had   to   contend   against  great  difficulties
" *      *      *      (I  leave out  the intervening three
" lines)      *      *      *      and above all, the bitterness
' * of communal feeling."    In these four references your
Government refers to the loss of efficiency and the
display of communal feeling which interferes with the-
discharge of public duties.    How would you be able
to eliminate or minimise the mischief that communal
feeling is doing in the province ?    Have you any
suggestions to make ?—No.
 220.	You think the evil has come to stay or do you
suggest some means of eradicating this evil ?    Have,
you or your Government ever thought about any
solution ?—I have no doubt Government have.    I
have to accept this fact as being one of the diffi
culties  in  the  working of  the  local  boards.    By
communal feeling is meant not only communal feel
ing but also personal friction;   if something of this
kind does exist it is a great difficulty in the working-
of the board.
 221.	Have   you   ever  tried   to  hold   local   self-
government conferences with a view to bring home
to the people  and to the representatives on the
district boards and municipalities the larger outlook
of discharging the public duties free and untainted
by communal feeling ?—There had been a conference
at which the minister presided.

 222.	You   think   it   has   done   any   good ?—The
subjects for discussion at these conferences are so
general and as such there cannot be very effective
discussion.
 223.	What is your view- in the matter of sending
out deputations and delegations to various centres
feeling and personal jealousies, where local bodies are better administered, so that it may -serve as an eye-opener to your district boards and municipalities ?—Do I understand sending deputations by the boards to other boards ?
224.	Yes.    Has   your   minister   for   Local   Self-
Government, or the Government for the matter of
that, trer thought about it ?—We draw the attention
-of boards to the value of finding out what other
boards do.
Sir Hari Singh Gour: Not that. To make the
people visualise that they must not have any com
munal feeling and that they must live for the larger
life of the nation, to give them the opportunity of
visiting places where better work is done	
 225.	The Chairman:   It is a general question.    I
quite follow it.    I gather that from time to time
efforts have been made to hold conferences ?—Yes.
 226.	(To Sir Hari Singh Gour) : Do you not think
it is better to leave it at that ?
Sir Hari Singh Gour : Yes, sir.
227.	A question was put to you as regards the
fixation of percentages of employment of various
communities in the public services and I understand
you to say that you thought there was difficulty in
the way.    Do I understand you correctly ?—I da
not see myself what particular good it would do.
 228.	Would  it not lower the efficiency in the
public services ?—Not necessarily, provided yon have
the minimum standard of qualification.
 229.	If you have a minimum then that would be
the standard and not the maximum.—In any appoint
ments for public service you have, I think, a minimum:
standard of qualification.
 230.	But the man with a greaTer efficiency may lose
his chance because he does not belong to a particular
community for which a vacancy has arisen ?—It is
rather a personal issue, I think.
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